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The International Confederation of Childhood Cancer Parent Or-
ganisations (ICCCPO), World Child Cancer and the International
Union Against Cancer (UICC) have issued a joint statement to co-
incide with International Childhood Cancer Day (15 February)
highlighting the fact that these organizations are joining forces in
the fight against a lack of awareness of childhood cancer.

Although cancer in children is a small fraction of the global cancer
burden most of them can be cured if prompt and essential treat-
ment is available, approximately 80% of the deaths will occur in
resource-constrained settings as appropriate treatment is not
available or affordable.

While there have been great advances made in the treatment of
childhood cancer and subsequent improvements in survival rates, it
is unfortunate that this has not reached the majority of children
diagnosed with cancer annually.

"To improve upon this situation, ICCCPO, World Child Cancer and UICC
are developing international medical partnerships to improve diagno-
sis and treatment. Through the sharing of vital expertise and skills and
the utilisation of valuable support from doctors in resource-rich coun-
tries, these combined efforts are already saving lives and reducing suf-

fering. says Julie Torode, deputy CEOQ, UICC.

In the developed world children on average have a 75% chance of
surviving cancer, however the situation in low- and middle-income
countries, which accounts for 80% of the global incidence of child-
hood cancer, is very different, with only 20% of those that do re-
ceive treatment surviving as appropriate treatment is not available
or affordable.






